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FBI Expert La^ Rifle Usedln^ibiis^ 



; The state last night rested its 
case in the trial of three young 
men accused of ambushing a 
police squad car last August 
after hearing testimony from 
Robert Zimmers, a Federal 
Bureau of Investigation ballis- 
tics specialist. 

- Mr. Zimmers, a laboratory 
expert for the FBI’s Washing- 
ton Bureau, testified that the 
two sheiltases found by police 
at the scene of the ambush 
were both fired from the same 
rifle. He identified the weajxm 
as a Russian 7.62 mm Moisson 

rifle. »— 

Mr. Zimmers, a 27-year vet- i 
eran of the FBI lab, also testi- 
fied that fragments of metal 
found Imbedded in the squad 
car in which Patrolman James 
Robert Waddell was wounded 
were bullet fragments. He said 
that the composition of the 
fragments indicated that they ; 
could have come from a 7.62 
Moisson. . ^ ' 

In a long and at times very 
technical cross-examination, : 
defense attorneys heard Mr. 
Zimmers testify that ’’we’ve 
got a lot of gun nuts around 
today, and the hodge-podge of 
guns and self-loaded bullets 
they use make identification a 
headache." 

The defense at this time was 
trying to establish that the 
cases found by police at the 
scene might well have been 
reloaded rather than factory- 
loaded shells. However, Zim- ~ 
■Tiers stated that his examina- 
tion revepkd_lh^ the shells 
A'ere not reloaded. 



Earlier, prnycution, di- 
rected by Asst. Atty. Gen. Jew- 
ett Miller, had introduced a 
brown plastic medallion 
marked "Invaders’* and wal- 
leU belonging to two of the 
defendants into evidence. 

Capt. Robert A. Cochran of 
the police homicide squad tes- 
tified that he had removed the 
three objects from a green Ca- 
maro owned by John Gary Wil- 
liams, one of the def endants. 

Previous witnesses stated 
that the car, with the initials 
J.G.W. pasted on the door, was 
near the scene of the ambush. 
’They also said that the defend- 
ants sped from the scene of the 
shooting in the car. 

Percy H. Farmer, a crew 
foreman for the city Sanitaldon 
■Department, testified that he 
heard two double bursts of 
ahots the night of the ambush. 

Following the shots, two 
youths ran across Ws yard and 
placed solnethihg that looked 
like rifles in the trunk of a car 
that looked like a Camaro or 
Mustang, Farmer said. 

Mr. Farmer testified that 
two more youths joined them 
in the car a few minutes after 
that and the four sped away. 
He testified that the second 
two youths had also placed 
something In the trunk of the 
■car. 

Mr, F armer i^ pid that he 
^ked the first two youths 



“What’s happened?" as they 
ran throu^mWyafd. ’They re- 
plied, “Nothing, man." 

Mr. Farmer said he was un- 
able to identify any of the 
men, but said that Edward W. 

‘Sonny’ Yancey, who tesUfi^l 
last night, told him that hel 
(Yancey) had happened upon 
the ambushers, and that one of 
them “was John G ary (Wil- 
liams)." , 
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Mr. Fa rmer tes tified that 
Yancey told him, ‘They’re In- 
vaders. They called the police 
out here to shoot at them.” 

The Invaders, local black 
militant organizaticHi In which 
all the defendants are mem- 
bers, according to police, kept 
popping up in the covirse of 
yesterday’s testimony. 

Defense attorney Ronald 
Krelstein objected to entering 
the Invaders medallion found 
in Wiiliams’ car into evidence, 
but was overruled by Judge 
Odell Horton. 

Ben Heard Berry, who was 
indicted with the other three 
but has turned state’s evi- 
dence, testified Tuesday that 
the accused were mem^rs of 
the group. *■ 

Oree McKenzie, one of the 
defendants, told reporters two 
weeks ago that "There’s no 
such thing as the Invaders.” 
At the time, McKenzie was on 
trial for participating in a riot 
at Carver High School. He re- 
ceived sentences totaling six 
years for conviction in that 
trial. 

Berry testified that the In- 
vaders kept no membership 
rolls; but that any Negro youth 
“refusing to bow down to 
whites” could join. 

A group of about 14 young 
Negroes, including two wom- 
en, marched from the vicinity ' 
of Clayborn Temple to the 
Shelby County Jail at about 7 
last night, voirlog support of 
the Invaders. 



TTie def fncp wiij begin call- 
ing witnesses at 10:30 a.m. to- 
day. Stanley Rosenberg, attor- 
ney for John Gary Williams, 
will be the first defense attor- 
ney to present his case. 

Mr. Rosenberg said last 
night that he would first call 
Williams to the stand in his 
own defense, then call Wil- 
liams’ girl friend, Miss Gloria 
Fay Goodman. 

Williams was arrested at 
Miss Goodman’s apartment at 
1995 Philsar, where he said he 
bad spent the night of the am - 1 
bush. 

Miss Goodman, a stylishly- 
dressed, pretty, 17-year old, 
has been Identified as driving 
Williams’ car the night of the 
ambush. She was tried and re- 
leased in Juvenile Court. Mr. 
Jewett said she was not prose- 
cuted b e c u a s e the state 
“doesn’t want to to tip its 
hand.” ^ 

I Also appearing In Mr. Ro-^ 
j sen berg’s presentation willW 
two members of the Jtfhn Gas- 
ton Hospital staff who, Mr. Ro- 
senberg says, will testify that 
John Gary Williams was so 
badly beaten that he had to be 
treated at the hospital. 

Mr. Rosenberg had subpenas 
issued for the two hospital 
workers when Captain Coch- 
ran denied he had any knowl- 
edge of a beating police al- 
legedly gave John Gary Wil- 
liams. * * 
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